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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

July 21, 2020 
 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Councilman-at-Large 

VanDenVouver followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Present: Councilman Williams, Bamonto, Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver. 

 

 Also present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Clerk, City Assessor 

Mleczko, City Treasurer Woods, Public Works Director Woodbury, Fiscal Affairs 

Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson, Personnel Director Hayden, 

Director of Development Wurster, and Police Chief Ortolano.  

 

 Excused: Fire Chief Edwards. 

 

 Certification of the Tuesday, July 7, 2020 Common Council Meeting was read by 

City Clerk Ramos.  

 

 RESOLVED: That the reading of the Tuesday, July 7, 2020 Common Council 

Meeting be dispensed with. 

 

 Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Williams. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 

 City Clerk Ramos advised there was one letter submitted for the Privilege of the 

Floor and read the thank you to the City from mike Green on behalf of the Dunkirk 

Travelers 12U Baseball Team for granting their late minute request to use 

Promenschenkel Stadium to host two games that were cancelled over the weekend of  

July 11, 2020 due to unplayable fields after Saturday’s heavy rain. 
      

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 

 

 Appointment of city residents to serve on the Dunkirk Property Maintenance Board 

for a three-year terms effective July 21, 2020: Marcus Buchanan of 114 4th Street, Richard 

Gonzalez of 743 Eagle Street, and Denise Zentz of 94 E. Green Street.  

 

 VETO Message to Resolution #79-2020 Ratification of Management Confidential 

Paralegal Position Creation.  
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

 Notice of Petition from Demetrios Tristszkis vs the Board of Assessment Review for 

the City of Dunkirk and the Assessor for the City of Dunkirk.  

 

 Councilman Williams inquired of City Attorney Morrisroe “…will you be handling 

this alone? 

 
City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “No, I will not as I represented Mr. Tristsakis on a 

cancelled deal for the sale of property so I’m conflicted out.”  Council for the Dunkirk Schools, 

Hodgson Russ’ Mike Reisman who specializes in tax challenges will handle it. 

 

Councilman Williams inquired, “Is that going to end up costing the city anything?” 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “We’ll be splitting the fees, so it’ll be a fee share.” “We 

would have needed him anyway because that’s his specialty, tax challenges.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the City 

Assessor and the City Attorney. 

 

Councilman Stoyle made a motion to refer. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto.  

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Request from Black in Action to hold a summer event at Washington Park on Saturday, 

August 15, 2020 from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM for the local community so residents can connect with 

people they normally would not speak to within their community. Children and adults are welcomed 

to come out and take advantage of educational and valuable information that will be provided to the 

public. 

 

Councilman Stoyle advised the group is requesting the city provide extra things; platform, 

microphone, tables, ice coolers, and inquired “Is this the norm?” 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised this is a new group, we’re meeting with them tomorrow to 

go through the items, we’ll let them know what the city provides and what they have to provide for 

themselves. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “I know that we usually do trash cans and 

picnic tables for people, but as far as cooler, I had some concerns, but if you would explain that, that 

would be great.”  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer this to 

appropriate departments including Police Chief Ortolano, City Attorney Morrisroe, and Deputy 

Development Director E.J. Hayes, as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual 

conditions.  

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 
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Ratification of request from the Dunkirk Travelers to use Promenschenkel Stadium to host 

two games; one on Tuesday, July 14, 2020 and the second on Tuesday, July 21, 2020. This late 

request was due to major water issues to the ball field at Lake Shore over the weekend of July 11, 

2020. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the 

appropriate departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions.  

 

Councilman Bamonto made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Request from Jonathan Muck manager of the Fredonia Fury 10U Softball to use 

Promenschenkel Stadium on Friday, August 7, 2020 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM for the 10U A 

Division game, Fredonia Fury vs. North Buffalo. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the 

appropriate departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions.  

 

Councilman Bamonto made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Request from Corrections Officer Julio Dejesus to set up at the Pier to conduct recruiting for 

the NYS Department of Corrections on July 25, August 1, 15, 24, and 29, 2020.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to 

Development Director Wurster to contact Corrections Officer Dejesus and inform him 

where he can set up at the Pier and to refer to the City Attorney Morrisroe and DPW 

Director Woodbury. 

 

  Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilman 

Bamonto. 

 

  Carried, all voting aye. 

 

  Request from Jamestown Business College to use the Lower Pavillion and stage 

for their 2020 Jamestown College commencement Ceremony on Thursday, August 20, 

2020 at 6:00 PM.  

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the 

appropriate departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual 

conditions.  

 

 Councilman Bamonto made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilman 

Williams. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye. 
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 Loudspeaker application request from the Unique Car Club to use instruments, 

sound equipment and microphone for a live band at the Point on September 19, 2020 

from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  

  

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the 

appropriate departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual 

conditions.  

 

 Councilman Stoyle made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilwoman 

Nichols. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye. 

 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

 Councilman Williams inquired of DPW Director Woodbury, “Any idea when we 

can open up temporarily along Lake Front Boulevard?”, Have you been able to contact 

that insurance company about coverage for the water mains and sewer breaks?”, “Are we 

still on plan to complete the work in front of the Falcon Club, the three foot width of 

blacktop?”, has anything been done with “The drain on Sisson Street and North Main 

Street right on the corner?” “I heard from the neighbors there the drain was smashed in 

the cement drain on the corner.” Whoever was doing the construction for the STEL 

projects over there, they backed over it., and lastly “Are we planning to pave streets this 

year?” 

 

 DPW Director Woodbury advised he has communicated with both Federal 

and State agencies and they have conflicting responses on when we can start on Lake 

Front Boulevard, “So I tell you one minute they tell me I can start doing it and a couple 

minutes later they say they want something that is relatively trivial.”, so I can’t give you 

an exact answer. Regarding coverage from the insurance company, the company can do a 

ZOOM meeting, “If you want somebody here, they are not traveling yet.” DPW Director 

Woodbury advised, “…right now we are going through the entire city patching an 

enormous amount of potholes…” “So, once we get everything kind of patched-up we will 

go over and do those smaller projects and I was thinking that maybe we would do 

Lemming Street and then Serval.”  DPW Director Woodbury advised he would have the 

City Plumbing Inspector take a look at the smashed drain on Sisson Street and North 

Main Street and would text Councilman Williams the time frame on getting that fixed. As 

for the paving the streets this year “It’s going to be scaled back because we don’t have 

shared services with the county this year.” “…none of us could have predicted what we 

were going to go through in the last six months (relating to COVID).” 

 

Councilman Williams inquired from Police Chief Ortolano if he was still planning 

to have National Night Out next month. 
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Police Chief Ortolano advised the event would not be held on the first Tuesday in 

August as normally done. It is being postponed, maybe to the end of August. A press 

release will be put out with further information sometime this week. “I do want to do 

some type of program this year.” 

 

Councilman Bamonto thanked the Parks Department for doing a good job keeping 

the parks and beaches looking good and the Streets department for doing a nice job 

picking up the brush, requested DPW Director Woodbury advise the public how they can 

help notify the city of street lights that are out, and asked City Treasurer Woods how the 

City finances are doing.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised National Grid is a very good community 

partner, however, it is taking National Grid longer to fix the street lights, advised he will 

be having a conversation with a regulatory agency to see if he can nudge them into 

quicker direction, asked the public to call the DPW or the Police Department with the 

poll number on the street polls that are out. 

 

City Treasurer Woods advised cash flow is not as it normally would be, together  

with Fiscal Affairs Office Beach is evaluating the situation day by day, there are many 

items that are due that have not come in yet, will update at the next Finance Committee 

Meeting on where we stand, many municipalities are doing revenue anticipation notes 

just to get them through the time to pay the bills, to keep everything paid up on a timely 

basis, whether the City will have to do that or not it is to soon to tell, if it does come to 

that it is nothing out of the ordinary that we haven’t anticipated.  

 

Councilman Bamonto advised City Treasurer Woods if anything comes up before 

the next Finance Committee Meeting to please get ahold of the councilmembers.  

 

Councilman Stoyle advised he and Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver 

continue to receive complaints from a resident on 6th Street about the many loud vehicles, 

motorcycles, and even ATV’s on their street and advised the resident feels the complaints 

are falling on deaf ears, asked Building and Zoning Officer Gustafson if that department 

could start ticketing people for putting their trash out days before it is scheduled to be 

picked up in their neighborhood and advised he would give specific addresses later, and 

lastly inquired of DPW Director Woodbury if he received the pile of paper he mentioned 

at the last meeting regarding the creek damming at 1021 Central Avenue from Building 

and Zoning Officer Gustafson and advised to City Attorney Morrisroe that he may have 

to get involved to help sort out the paperwork. 

 

Police Chief Ortolano advised in the last week the Police Department has 

impounded two ATV’s and three mini motorcycles from people driving them when they 

are not supposed to and advised the council to tell residents who call the councilmember  

about the loud cars to call the Police Desk because “we might have a car right around the 

corner where we could grab them right then and there.” 
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DPW Director Woodbury advised he would get the paper work from Building and 

Zoning Officer Gustafson and advised “I think we could make everybody happy there if 

we enclose that ditch.” “If we put pipe in there…it’ll become maintenance free.” 

 

Councilwoman Nichols inquired of DPW Director Woodbury about the potholes 

on 9th Street and Main Street and the streets behind the School #3 area, advised this week 

is brush pick-up in the 3rd Ward and next week it will be in the 4th Ward, requested DPW 

Director Woodbury to expound on the brush pick-up, announced next week Thursday, 

July 24, 2020 there will be an Economic Development Committee Meeting at 4:00 PM, 

announced that the Walleyed Tournament scheduled for August 6 – 9, 2020 has been 

cancelled, and advised though the newspaper advertised our city beaches are open from 

12:00 PM to 7:00 PM people are still partying at the foot of Main Street beach at 9:30 -

10:00 PM and they bring their own grills into that area. Councilwoman Nichols requested 

if something could be done about that and advised people are still parking on the grass at 

The Point. Lastly Councilwoman Nichols thanked Development Director Wurster for 

getting a hold of Mr. Pringles on the boat docks and advised the members Revitalize 

Dunkirk would like to thank the city workers for getting the flower baskets hung in the 

city and keeping them watered. 

  

DPW Director Woodbury advised the streets around School #3 are part of the 

Grant Avenue Project, those streets are part of a plan to get the whole area fixed, the 

Streets Department is doing an excellent job doing the curbside brush pick-up, most 

communities that’s all they get, we have a facility at the garage where people can bring 

city only material, we would like to do that regionally, we’ve asked the Chadwick Bay 

group to look at that, they did an eighteen month study on a regional approach to lawn 

waste, they have an executive summary saying “No solution found.” We’ve greatly 

improved the brush location at Lucas Avenue, it’s working better, but it’s still a band-

aide, it doesn’t help others, it’s more efficient for the city if residents put their brush at 

curbside because we take it right to disposal at that point, the next time the city will do 

curbside brush is in September, so wait your turn, if you have to do it early bundle it up 

and take it to Lucas Avenue during our open hours,  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver requested Building and Zoning Officer 

Gustafson check on a trailer that is parked on the lawn on the corner of Newton Street 

and Main Street because it’s obstructing the view of the turning lane, advised he too has 

noticed areas where people are putting their trash out days early, advised it’s the area 

around around Main Street, 6th Street and Park is the area that needs extra watching 

because of the ATV, dirt bikes, and wheelies, requested DPW Director to get the speed 

limit sign that the City shares with other municipalities as it seemed to help the last time 

we had one on Central Avenue and advised improvement has been noticeable with the 

speeding and the loud cars and loud music.  

 

DPW Director advised the Town of Sheridan is housing the sign, it tells you what 

your speed is as you approach it, he will advise Streets Supervisor Porpiglia on how to 

run it, and it has an SD card in it so you can use it for traffic studies as well. 
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Police Chief Ortolano advised recently he had a meeting with DPW Director 

Woodbury and Mayor Rosas over the parking on the grass problem at The Point and they 

have a temporary solution for now by using our sign trailer that advertises the message 

“No Parking on the grass”. This notice allows us to write tickets until one large sign is 

built at the entrance of the park stating “No parking on the grass” in the park.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver announced there will be a Personnel 

Committee Meeting on Monday, July 27, 2020 at 5:30 PM, advised the softball fields 

look great with the cooperation of joint serves between the city and the school 

employees, advised Fire Chief Edwards requested it be announced that there is a 

ceremony tomorrow at 7:00 PM  at Eagle Street to put the new ladder truck in service.  

 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

Unfinished Business: 

 

 

RESOLUTION #79-2020 

July 7, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS 

 

 

RATIFICATION OF CREATION OF MANAGEMENT CONFIDENTIAL 

POSITION 

(PARALEGAL) 

 
WHEREAS, starting in September of 2017, the Law Department and the 

Personnel Department worked together with Chautauqua County Civil Service 

office to draft a management confidential “paralegal” job description; and, to 

differentiate it from the AFSCME 912 legal secretary position; and 

 
WHEREAS, such Paralegal position, with no Common Council authorization 

or approval, set a salary of Forty Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($40,000) per 

annum, for thirty-five (35) hours per week; and included a benefit package that 

tracked the AFSCME 912 member benefits package; and, 

 

WHEREAS, such Paralegal position was “posted” for candidates and was 

ultimately filled with no Common Council authorization or approval in November 

2017; and  

 

WHEREAS, in order to comply with all appropriate civil service laws, rules 

and regulations, it is necessary for this Common Council to create such position , 

with the compensation provided to the incumbent employee; and, in order to 
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properly classify the Paralegal position in the USW Local 2693-04 bargaining unit, 

which is more appropriate; and, to have the Paralegal position, with appropriate 

compensation and benefits as per the CBA between the City and USW Local2693-

04; and, 

 

Now, therefore, be it  

 
RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby ratifies the 2017 creation of 

the job title “Paralegal”, within the USW Local 2693-04 bargaining unit; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that Council authorizes the Mayor to execute a Memorandum 

of Agreement (M.O.A.) with USW on behalf of USW Local 2693-04 to change the 

recognition clause of the current CBA to include the title of “Management 

Confidential Paralegal”, as well as any and all future created Management 

Confidential Titles; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that Alexandra Hamann, the incumbent Paralegal, is entitled to 

the compensation and benefits as per the appropriate Collective Bargaining 

Agreement with USW Local 2693-04, such compensation (salary) shall be set at 

Forty Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($47,500); and, shall be entitled to be 

credited with the time served the incumbent served while misclassified tracking 

the AFSCME Local 912 member benefits package; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that any future vacancies in this position will follow Chapter VI 

of the Dunkirk City Charter, Section 6.02, the City Attorney shall, subject to the 

Civil Service Law, Rules and Regulations, appoint such assistants and other 

employees of the Department to fill such positions within the Department as 

authorized by the Common Council; the City Attorney may also suspend and 

remove all assistants and other employees of the Department subject to the Civil 

Service Law ; and be it finally 

 

RESOLVED, that such Council authorization will be through resolution at a 

Common Council meeting. 

  
 
7-7-20:    Councilman VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to accept the 

Ratification of Creation of Management Confidential Position.  

 

    Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to accept the amended Resolution #79-

2020. Seconded by Councilman Williams. 

 

    Carried, all voting aye.    

 

7-21-20:  Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised Mayor Rosas’ VETO of 

Resolution #79-2020 is a motion from the Mayor to the council to reconsider the 

resolution regarding the paralegal position. 
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               Councilman Williams made a motion to reconsider Resolution #79-2020. 

Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

               Carried, all voting aye to reconsider. 

 

    Councilman Williams advised he read the Veto, the Mayor claims the council 

negotiated with the United Steelworkers, “…the council negotiated nothing with the 

United Steelworkers.” The council asked the City Attorney how to best address the 

council’s desire to create the paralegal position legally and officially in accordance to the 

City Charter. The Common Council never passed a Resolution creating the position and 

never passed a resolution appointing anyone to created position as outlined in the Charter. 

Resolution #79-2020 is an attempt to ratify and correct the errors made in 2017. The 

Mayor claims redundancy. Anyone that knows anything about budgets knows that 

budgets are a spending plan not an authorizing resolution. Passing a budget that has 

money in a personnel line for a position is not a resolution creating a position, giving a 

raise, or creating a position. 

 

 City Attorney Morrisroe advised there are several issues that could be modified 

and could resolve the issue. The concept of having a management confidential who’s also 

in a union is “hard to get our hands around.”  I think that was rushed. I think a 

conversation should be had with the USW, the Administration, and our office to talk 

about that further. The timing is an issue and the salary is kind of high. It’s not even 

within the current USW contract. If we could change some of the language so it’s 

aspirational so that the council is requesting that the administration negotiate and sit 

down with the USW. We can work on both the numbers and also the timing given the 

current COVID budget constraints. So, if this could be Tabled or if the language could be 

adjusted because these are two different issues. There’s ratification, but there is also 

whether the position should be in the bargaining unit contract or not. If we could separate 

the two then we could ratify and then encourage conversation. 

 

 Councilwoman Nichols advised in January she asked why the Mayor needed an 

executive assistant when he had a confidential secretary and the Mayor advised because 

the secretary was in the union. Councilwoman Nichols advised the union is the 

secretary’s job security, Resolution #79-2020 is about having job security for the 

paralegal. The Mayor claims the council has no rule in the negotiation process. There 

were no negotiations of a contract. The Mayor claims a conflict of interest. When the title 

of legal secretary was in the Law Department, decades of competent professional union 

workers held that title and every one of them understood the confidential nature of the 

information that passed through that office. It is the Mayor and the City Attorney’s lack 

of support for unions that led to their lack of trust in a union person being able to keep 

things confidential. The Mayor threatens that that he will file an IP against the USWA 

Local 2693-04. The council will not be bullied by the Mayor with his threats of lawsuits. 

Resolution #79-2020 corrects the error made in 2017. 
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 Mayor Rosas advised, “Mr. Chairman I think my Veto message says it all, but I 

just want to remind the councilmembers, and Councilman Bamonto was a member of the 

Personnel Committee at the time, the discussion was had in that committee about the 

situation that we had. And some of the information is confidential, but both Councilman 

Williams and Councilman Bamonto were very much involved in the decision to bring in 

a paralegal and that that paralegal be management confidential. I just want to remind the 

public that these two were involved in that decision very much.”   

 

 Councilman VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to vote on the 

resolution. 

 

            Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to vote on Resolution #79-2020. Seconded 

by Councilman Williams. 

 

                Carried, all voting aye. 
 

 

PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 
RESOLUTION #83-2020 

July 21, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS 

 

 

OPPOSING THE CONSTRUCTION OF WIND TURBINE FARMS ON CITY-OWNED 

PROPERTY ALONG LAKE ERIE 

 

 

WHEREAS, the push to find green energy sources has increased in recent 

years and several wind turbine projects have been initiated in other communities; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, there are many impacts upon Lake Erie that may be 

detrimental to the area should such a project be approved in Dunkirk; and 

 

WHEREAS, upon information and belief, the construction of these turbines 

could impact fishing waters through the destruction of spawning grounds and the 

release of pollutants into the waters as well as physical barriers to fishing vessels 

caused by the turbines; and 

 

WHEREAS, wind turbines have been shown in certain studies to have a 

negative impact on migratory birds, causing deaths to birds that make a home 

along Lake Erie during different seasons of the year; and 
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WHEREAS, wind turbines may also create an eyesore along our 

picturesque shoreline, which is not only the reason many residents have chosen 

Dunkirk as their home, but also draws visitors to our area year after year; now, 

therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the City of Dunkirk Common Council opposes the 

construction of any wind turbines or towers on any city-owned property on or 

offshore of beautiful Lake Erie. 

 

 

City Clerk Ramos read Resolution #83-2020 as council wanted to amend. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver asked for a motion to amend.  
 

 

            Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to amend Resolution #83-2020. Seconded 

by Councilman Williams.  

 

             Ayes: Councilmen Williams and Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver. 

 

              No: Councilman Bamonto.   

 

              Carried, 4-1 to amend. 

 

 
RESOLUTION #83-2020 

July 21, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS 

 

 

OPPOSING THE CONSTRUCTION OF WIND TURBINE FARMS ON CITY-OWNED 

PROPERTY ALONG LAKE ERIE 

 

 

WHEREAS, the push to find green energy sources has increased in recent 

years and several wind turbine projects have been initiated in other communities; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, there are many impacts upon Lake Erie that may be 

detrimental to the area should such a project be approved in Dunkirk; and 

 

WHEREAS, upon information and belief, the construction of these turbines 
could impact fishing waters through the destruction of spawning grounds and the 

release of pollutants into the waters as well as physical barriers to fishing vessels 

caused by the turbines; and 
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WHEREAS, wind turbines have been shown in certain studies to have a 

negative impact on migratory birds, causing deaths to birds that make a home 

along Lake Erie during different seasons of the year; and 

 

WHEREAS, wind turbines may also create an eyesore along our 

picturesque shoreline, which is not only the reason many residents have chosen 

Dunkirk as their home, but also draws visitors to our area year after year; now, 

therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the City of Dunkirk Common Council opposes the 

construction of any wind turbines or towers on any city-owned lake front 

property on or offshore of beautiful Lake Erie. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Councilman Williams advised, “I am for greener solutions of energy and I am for 

alternate energy, I’m just not for wind turbines going out on Lake Erie that will have the 

possibility of affecting the aquatic life. We don’t know what type of damage it may do to 

the lake floor.” People that live here and come here for the fishing, boating, and other 

things on shore appreciate the beauty. Wind turbines may deter people. If the wind 

turbines destroy the fish population, we would lose the fishermen and tournaments. “So, I 

am for green energy. I’m not for green energy out in the lake and I’m going to be voting 

yes to oppose the construction of wind turbines off shore.” 

 

Development Director Wurster advised it’s her job to guide council’s decision-

making related to urban planning and economic development issues in our community. 

I’m here to state some pros and cons in regards to offshore wind and my professional 

recommendation on this resolution. Some of those cons are we don’t know the negative 

impact offshore wind will have on marine and animal life, those within view may be 

unattractive, wave action could cause damage to wind turbines, it could be expensive and 

difficult to build and maintain. Some of the pros include avoiding the creation of green 

house emissions, it’s a clean renewable energy, locally produced power where demand is 

high, significant investment in infrastructure, the opportunity for thousands of short-term 

and long skilled jobs in construction, manufacturing and operations, diversifies our 

supply and the possibility of a connection to our NRG power plant which we are 

currently including in our feasibility and alternative use study. “It is my professional 

recommendation that council Table this resolution tonight.” “…there is some substantial 

financial benefits that could happen based on off shore wind and I just recommend 

looking further into all the pros and cons.” 

 

Councilman Bamonto advised, “I’m going to be voting No on this because I 

would need more information…the who, what, where, when, how.” All that information I 

don’t have in front of me.” 

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised, “I think we need to bring in Rich Davenport who 

is very in-tuned to wind turbines. He spoke at the conservation club Walleyed Luncheon 

last year.” You have to have the perfect wind for these to be productive. In Dunkirk we 
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do not have perfect wind. We either have nothing or monsoons. Until they have perfected 

the idea turbine that we can find replacement parts and that would adequately provide the 

electricity that we would need in the area, “I suggest that we direct Rebecca or someone 

to get someone in to get NRG fully operational for gas.”   

 

Councilman Stoyle advised, “…the whole thing is moot. We have no say in this 

thing. The governor has taken that power away from everybody along the way. If he 

wants those things out there, they are going to be out there, but I’m going to vote yes on 

this just because I don’t want them there.” 

 

Councilman Williams advised about a year ago the Chautauqua County 

Legislature brought this up in a similar resolution and it was a 19 – 0 vote. I think we’re 

doing the right thing in voting for this tonight. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “I believe the cons out weight the 

pros.”, and advised a motion was needed to vote on the resolution. 
 

              Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to vote on Resolution #83-2020 as 

amended. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle.  

 

             Ayes: Councilmen Williams and Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver. 

 

              No: Councilman Bamonto.   

 

              Carried, 4-1 as amended. 

 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised this afternoon he received a 

communication from City Assessor Mleczko advising he is rescinding his retirement and 

will remain on as elected assessor for the near future.  

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilman Williams moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 
 

 

Adjourned at 6:26 PM                                                   Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 

 


